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IN THE SUPREME COURT OF THE STATE OF NEW MEXICO 1 

April 24, 2026 2 

NO. S-1-AO-2026-00017 3 

IN THE MATTER OF THE ELECTION 4 
OF THE HONORABLE CINDY M. MERCER 5 
TO SERVE AS CHIEF JUDGE IN THE 6 
THIRTEENTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT COURT 7 

ORDER  8 

WHEREAS, pursuant to Rule 23-109(A)(2) NMRA, on February 6, 2026, 9 

The Hon. Cindy M. Mercer was elected by a majority of the sitting district judges to 10 

serve as Chief Judge of the Thirteenth Judicial District Court effective April 15, 11 

2026; 12 

WHEREAS, the Hon. Judge James Noel concluded his service as Chief Judge 13 

on April 15, 2026; and 14 

WHEREAS, the Chief Justice of the Supreme Court having determined that 15 

in light of the requirements of public business, it is in the best interest of effective 16 

administration of in the Thirteenth Judicial District Court if the Hon. Cindy M. 17 

Mercer was appointed as Chief Judge of the Thirteenth Judicial District Court, 18 

effective April 15, 2026; 19 

NOW, THEREFORE, IT IS ORDERED that, pursuant to the authority of the 20 

Chief Justice under Rule 23-109(A)(3)(c), Hon. Cindy M. Mercer is hereby 21 
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appointed as Chief Judge of the Thirteenth Judicial District Court, effective April 1 

15, 2026, and until May 15, 2026, when her election as Chief Judge under Rule 23-2 

109(A)(2) becomes effective. 3 

4 IT IS SO ORDERED.  

DONE at Santa Fe, New Mexico, this 24th day of April, 2026. 5 

6 
7 
8 

WITNESS, the Honorable Julie J. Vargas, Chief Justice 
of the Supreme Court of the State of New Mexico, and 
the seal of said Court this the day of 24th day of April, 
2026.  9 

   ______________________________ 10 
Julie J. Vargas, Chief Justice 11 


