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IN THE SUPREME COURT OF THE STATE OF NEW MEXICO 1 

October 29, 2025 2 

NO. S-1-AO-2025-00021 3 

IN THE MATTER OF THE TRANSFER OF 4 
THE TOWN OF MESILLA MUNICIPAL 5 
COURT JURISDICTION OVER 6 
MUNICIPAL ORDINANCES TO THE 7 
DON͂A ANA MAGISTRATE COURT OF 8 
THE THIRD JUDICIAL DISTRICT 9 

ORDER 10 

WHEREAS, this matter came on for consideration upon recommendation of 11 

the Governing Body of the Town of Mesilla to transfer the Town of Mesilla 12 

Municipal Court’s jurisdiction over municipal ordinances to the Doña Ana County 13 

Las Cruces Magistrate Court of the Third Judicial District under NMSA 1978, 14 

Section 35-14-1(D) (2023); 15 

WHEREAS, Section 35-14-1(D) permits “the governing body of a 16 

municipality . . . , subject to approval by the supreme court, [to] adopt an ordinance 17 

upon a three-fourths’ majority vote to designate the magistrate court of the county 18 

in which the municipality is located as the court having jurisdiction over municipal 19 

ordinances”; 20 

WHEREAS, Section 35-14-1(D) further provides that “[an] ordinance 21 

adopted shall become effective only upon supreme court approval and the expiration 22 
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of the term of the municipal judge in office on the date of the supreme court’s 1 

approval of the ordinance”; and 2 

WHEREAS, pursuant to and in compliance with Section 35-14-1, the Board 3 

of Trustees of the Town of Mesilla adopted a resolution establishing a committee to 4 

review the proposed transition and that committee recommended the Town proceed 5 

with the transfer of jurisdiction; 6 

WHEREAS, also pursuant to and in compliance with Section 35-14-1, the 7 

Town of Mesilla adopted Ordinance 2025-1, designating the Doña Ana County Las 8 

Cruces Magistrate Court as the court having jurisdiction over its municipal 9 

ordinances, contingent upon the approval of the Supreme Court; and 10 

WHEREAS, the Court having considered the foregoing and being sufficiently 11 

advised, Chief Justice David K. Thomson, Justice Michael E. Vigil, Justice C. 12 

Shannon Bacon, Justice Julie J. Vargas, and Justice Briana H. Zamora concurring; 13 

NOW, THEREFORE, IT IS ORDERED that Ordinance 2025-1 is 14 

APPROVED and the Town of Mesilla Municipal Court’s jurisdiction is hereby 15 

transferred to the Doña Ana County Las Cruces Magistrate Court in Doña Ana 16 

County, effective upon the expiration of municipal Judge Henry Dimatteo’s term of 17 

office; and 18 



 

Page 3 of 3 

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that the Administrative Office of the Courts 1 

shall assist the Town of Mesilla Municipal Court and the Doña Ana County Las 2 

Cruces Magistrate Court with the transfer of jurisdiction. 3 

IT IS SO ORDERED. 4 

WITNESS, the Honorable David K. Thomson, Chief 5 
Justice of the Supreme Court of the State of New Mexico, 6 
and the seal of said Court this 29th day of October, 2025.  7 


