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Supreme CGourt of New Mexico
8/19/2025 9:43 AM
Office of the Clerk

IN THE SUPREME COURYT OF THE S5TATE OF NEW MEXICO
August 19, 2025
NG, 5-1-A0-2025-00016

INTHE MATTER OF THE SUPREME
COURT APPELLATE SECURITY
MANAGER

ORDER

WHEREAS, this matter came before the Court on its own motion to establish
the requirements and duties of the Supreme Court Appellate Security Manager;

WHEREAS, this Court 1ssued Supreme Court Ovder No. S-1-AO-2023-
0019, In the Muatter of Level Three Certified Security Officers af the New Mexico
Supreme Court Building on September 11, 2023, setting forth certification
requirements for security officers providing security services to the New Mexico
Supreme Court and permitiing designated level three certified security officers to
carry firearms in the Supreme Court Buitldimg and on the grounds;

WHEREAS, after issuance of Order No. 5-1-A0-2023-00019, this Court
hired an appellate security manager {0 oversee contract security personnel and to
provide the highest level of protection for the Supreme Court Building and s
occupants;

WHEREAS, the Court 1s commutted to ensuring the safety of all employees,

court personnel, and the public;
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WHEREAS, the Court recognizes that the use of level three security officers,
including the appellate security manager, is a nationally recognized best practice for
state supreme courts and a critical security enhancement for the Supreme Court
Building; and

WHEREAS, the Court having considered the foregoing and being sufficiently
advised, Chief Justice David K. Thomson, Justice Michael E. Vigil, Justice C.
Shannon Bacon, Justice Julie J. Vargas, and Justice Briana H. Zamora concurring;

NOW, THEREFORE, IT IS ORDERED that the appellate security manager
must have level three licensure certifications as set forth in 16.48.2.19 NMAC;

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that in addition to other responsibilities, the
appellate security manager shall provide off-site security to the Justices when
designated;

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that the appellate security manager 1s permitted
to carry a firearm in the Supreme Court Building and on the grounds in accordance
with Supreme Court policies and as permitted for designated on-duty law
enforcement officers and designated level three certified security officers by Order
No. S-1-A0-2023-00019; and

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that the provisions of this order are effective
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immediately;

IT IS SO ORDERED.

WITNESS, the Honorable David K. Thomson, Chief
Justice of the Supreme Court of the State of New Mexico,
and the seal of said Court this 19th day of August, 2025.
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