
PROPOSED REVISIONS TO THE DOMESTIC RELATIONS RULES

The Domestic Relations Rules Committee has recommended adoption of proposed new
Domestic Relations Rules 1-128 to -128.13 NMRA for the Supreme Court’s consideration.

If you would like to comment on the proposed new materials set forth below before they are
submitted to the Court for final consideration, you may do so by either submitting a comment
electronically through the Supreme Court’s web site at http://nmsupremecourtclerk@nmcourts.gov/
or sending your written comments to:

Joey D. Moya, Clerk
New Mexico Supreme Court
P.O. Box 848
Santa Fe, New Mexico 87504-0848

Your comments must be received by the Clerk on or before April 6, 2016, to be considered by the
Court.  Please note that any submitted comments may be posted on the Supreme Court’s web site
for public viewing.
__________________________________

[NEW MATERIAL]
1-128.  Uniform collaborative law rules; Short title; Definitions; Applicability.  

A. Short title.  Rules 1-128 to 1-128.13 NMRA may be cited as the Uniform
Collaborative Law Rules.

B. Definitions.  The following definitions shall apply in these rules.
(1) “Collaborative law communication” means a statement, whether oral or in a

record, or verbal or nonverbal, that,
(a) is made to conduct, participate in, continue, or reconvene a

collaborative law process; and
(b) occurs after the parties sign a collaborative law participation

agreement and before the collaborative law process is concluded.
(2) “Collaborative law participation agreement” means an agreement by persons

to participate in a collaborative law process.
(3) “Collaborative law process” means a procedure intended to resolve a

collaborative matter without intervention by a tribunal in which persons,
(a) sign a collaborative law participation agreement; and
(b) are represented by collaborative lawyers.

(4) “Collaborative lawyer” means a lawyer who represents a party in a
collaborative law process.

(5) “Collaborative matter” means a dispute, transaction, claim, problem, or issue
for resolution, including a dispute, claim, or issue in a proceeding, which is described in a
collaborative law participation agreement and arises under Chapter 40 NMSA 1978, including,

(a) marriage, divorce, dissolution, annulment, and property distribution;
(b) child custody, visitation, and parenting time;
(c) alimony, maintenance, and child support;
(d) adoption;
(e) parentage; and



(f) premarital, marital, and post-marital agreements.
(6) “Law firm” means,

(a) lawyers who practice law together in a partnership, professional
corporation, sole proprietorship, limited liability company, or association; and

(b) lawyers employed in a legal services organization, or the legal
department of a corporation or other organization, or the legal department of a government or
governmental subdivision or agency.

(7) “Nonparty participant” means a person, other than a party and the party’s
collaborative lawyer, who participates in a collaborative law process.

(8) “Party” means a person who signs a collaborative law participation agreement
and whose consent is necessary to resolve a collaborative matter.

(9) “Person” means an individual, corporation, business trust, estate, trust,
partnership, limited liability company, association, joint venture, public corporation, government
or governmental subdivision or agency, or any other legal or commercial entity.

(10) “Proceeding” means a judicial, administrative, arbitral, or other adjudicative
process before a tribunal, including related prehearing and post-hearing motions, conferences, and
discovery.

(11) “Prospective party” means a person who discusses with a prospective
collaborative lawyer the possibility of signing a collaborative law participation agreement.

(12) “Record” means information that is inscribed on a tangible medium or that
is stored in an electronic or other medium and is retrievable in perceivable form.

(13) “Related to a collaborative matter” means involving the same parties,
transaction or occurrence, nucleus of operative fact, dispute, claim, or issue as the collaborative
matter.

(14) “Sign” means to create a signature in accordance with Rule 1-011(A) NMRA.
(15) “Tribunal” means a court, arbitrator, administrative agency, or other body

acting in an adjudicative capacity that, after presentation of evidence or legal argument, has
jurisdiction to render a decision affecting a party’s interests in a matter.

C. Applicability.  These rules apply to a collaborative law participation agreement that
meets the requirements of Rule 1-128.1 NMRA. 
[Approved by Supreme Court Order No. ______________, effective _________________.]

[NEW MATERIAL]
1-128.1.  Collaborative law participation agreement; requirements.

A. Requirements.  A collaborative law participation agreement shall be in a record,
signed by the parties, and must include the following:

(1) a statement of the parties’ intention to resolve a collaborative matter through
a collaborative law process under these rules;

(2) a description of the nature and scope of the matter;
(3) the name of each collaborative lawyer who represents a party in the process;

and
(4) a statement by each collaborative lawyer confirming the lawyer’s

representation of a party in the collaborative law process.
B. Other provisions.  Parties may agree to include in a collaborative law participation

agreement additional provisions not inconsistent with these rules.
[Approved by Supreme Court Order No. ____________, effective __________________.]



[NEW MATERIAL]
1-128.2.  Initiation of collaborative law process; Voluntary participation; Conclusion;
Termination; Notice of discharge or withdrawal of collaborative lawyer; Continuation with
successor collaborative lawyer.

A. Initiation.  A collaborative law process begins when the parties sign a collaborative
law participation agreement. 

B. Voluntary participation.  A tribunal shall not order a party to participate in a
collaborative law process over that party’s objection.

C. Conclusion.  A collaborative law process shall conclude upon the occurrence of any
of the following:

(1) resolution of a collaborative matter as evidenced by a signed record;
(2) resolution of a part of the collaborative matter, evidenced by a signed record,

in which the parties agree that the remaining parts of the matter will not be resolved in the process;
(3) any other method provided in a collaborative law participation agreement for

concluding the collaborative law process; or
(4) termination of the process.

D. Termination.  A party may terminate a collaborative law process with or without
cause, provided that a collaborative law process shall terminate upon the occurrence of any of the
following:

(1) when a party gives notice to other parties in a record that the process is ended;
(2) when a party begins a proceeding related to a collaborative matter without the

agreement of all parties; 
(3) in a pending proceeding related to the matter, when a party

(i) initiates without the agreement of all parties a pleading,
motion, order to show cause, or request for a conference with the tribunal; or

(ii) takes similar action without the agreement of all parties
requiring notice to be sent to the parties; or

(4) except as otherwise provided by Paragraph F of this rule, when a party
discharges a collaborative lawyer or a collaborative lawyer withdraws from further representation
of a party. 

E. Notice of discharge or withdrawal of a collaborative lawyer.  A party’s
collaborative lawyer shall give prompt notice to all other parties in a record of a discharge or
withdrawal.

F. Continuation with successor collaborative lawyer.  Notwithstanding the discharge
or withdrawal of a collaborative lawyer, a collaborative law process continues, if not later than thirty
(30) days after the date that the notice of the discharge or withdrawal of a collaborative lawyer
required by Paragraph E of this rule is sent to the parties,

(1) the unrepresented party engages a successor collaborative lawyer; and
(2) in a signed record,

(a) the parties consent to continue the process by reaffirming the
collaborative law participation agreement;

(b) the agreement is amended to identify the successor collaborative
lawyer; and

(c) the successor collaborative lawyer confirms the lawyer’s
representation of a party in the collaborative process.
[Approved by Supreme Court Order No. ____________, effective __________________.]



[NEW MATERIAL]
1-128.3.  Proceedings pending before tribunal; Status report; Dismissal.

A. Abatement of pending proceeding.  Persons in a proceeding pending before a
tribunal may sign a collaborative law participation agreement to seek to resolve a collaborative
matter related to the proceeding. If an agreement is signed, then the parties shall file promptly with
the tribunal a certificate or stipulated order of abatement, which shall toll all deadlines in the
proceeding. The certificate or stipulated order shall include the following: 

(1) a statement that the parties are making significant progress toward settlement
or are attempting reconciliation and wish to toll the running of the time periods provided in the
Rules of Civil Procedure for the District Courts;    

(2) a statement of the present status of the case, including a list of all documents
which have been filed as required by the Rules of Civil Procedure for the District Courts; and    

(3) the signatures of counsel for both parties and of both parties themselves.  Any
certificate or stipulated order filed which does not include all required signatures shall be of no
effect. 

B. Notice to tribunal of conclusion of collaborative law process.  Unless a final order
or decree is entered by the tribunal, the parties shall file promptly with the tribunal and serve on the
other party notice when a collaborative law process concludes, including when a party wishes to
terminate the period of abatement and the collaborative law process. The period of abatement of the
proceeding under Paragraph A of this rule is terminated when the notice is filed. The notice may not
specify any reason for termination of the process.

C. Status report.  A tribunal in which a proceeding is abated under Paragraph A of this
rule may require the parties and collaborative lawyers to provide a status report on the collaborative
law process and the proceeding. A status report may include only information about whether the
process is ongoing or concluded. It may not include a report, assessment, evaluation,
recommendation, finding, or other communication regarding a collaborative law process or
collaborative law matter.

D. Effect of prohibited communication.  A tribunal may not consider a communication
made in violation of Paragraph C of this rule.

E. Dismissal.  A tribunal shall provide parties notice and an opportunity to be heard
before dismissing a proceeding in which a certificate of abatement is filed based on delay or failure
to prosecute.
[Approved by Supreme Court Order No. ____________, effective __________________.]

[NEW MATERIAL]
1-128.4.  Emergency order.  Notwithstanding a pending collaborative law process, a tribunal may
issue any order under the Family Violence Protection Act, Section 40-13-1 to -12 NMSA 1978.
[Approved by Supreme Court Order No. ____________, effective __________________.]

[NEW MATERIAL]
1-128.5.  Adoption of agreement by tribunal.  A tribunal may adopt as an order of the tribunal any
agreement resulting from a collaborative law process.
[Approved by Supreme Court Order No. ____________, effective __________________.]

[NEW MATERIAL]



1-128.6.  Disqualification of collaborative lawyer and lawyers in associated law firm.
A. Disqualification of collaborative lawyer.  Except as otherwise provided in

Paragraph C of this rule, a collaborative lawyer is disqualified from appearing before a tribunal to
represent a party in a proceeding related to the collaborative matter.

B. Disqualification of law firm.  Except as otherwise provided in Paragraph C of this
rule, a lawyer in a law firm with which the collaborative lawyer is associated is disqualified from
appearing before a tribunal to represent a party in a proceeding related to the collaborative matter
if the collaborative lawyer is disqualified from doing so under Paragraph A of this rule.

C. Exception; Adoption of agreement.  A collaborative lawyer or a lawyer in a law
firm with which the collaborative lawyer is associated may represent a party before a tribunal to seek
an order adopting an agreement resulting from the collaborative law process.
[Approved by Supreme Court Order No. ____________, effective __________________.]

[NEW MATERIAL]
1-128.7.  Disclosure of information.  Except as provided by law other than these rules, during the
collaborative law process, on the request of another party, a party shall make timely, full, candid,
and informal disclosure of information related to the collaborative matter without formal discovery.
A party also shall update promptly previously disclosed information that has materially changed.
The parties may define the scope of disclosure during the collaborative law process.
[Approved by Supreme Court Order No. ____________, effective __________________.]

[NEW MATERIAL]
1-128.8.  Standards of professional responsibility and mandatory reporting not affected.  These
rules do not affect,

A. the professional obligations and standards applicable to a lawyer or other licensed
professional; or

B. the obligation of a person to report abuse or neglect, abandonment, or exploitation
of a child or adult under the laws of New Mexico.
[Approved by Supreme Court Order No. ____________, effective __________________.]

[NEW MATERIAL]
1-128.9.  Appropriateness of collaborative law process.  Before a prospective party signs a
collaborative law participation agreement, a prospective collaborative lawyer shall do the following:

A. assess with the prospective party factors the lawyer reasonably believes relate to
whether a collaborative law process is appropriate for the prospective party’s matter;

B. provide the prospective party with information that the lawyer reasonably believes
is sufficient for the party to make an informed decision about the material benefits and risks of a
collaborative law process as compared to the material benefits and risks of other reasonably
available alternatives for resolving the proposed collaborative matter, such as litigation, mediation,
or arbitration; and

C. advise the prospective party of the following:
(1) after signing an agreement, if a party initiates a proceeding or seeks tribunal

intervention in a pending proceeding related to the collaborative matter, the collaborative law
process terminates;

(2) participation in a collaborative law process is voluntary and any party has the
right to terminate a collaborative law process with or without cause; and



(3) the collaborative lawyer and any lawyer in a law firm with which the
collaborative lawyer is associated may not appear before a tribunal to represent a party in a
proceeding related to the collaborative matter, except as authorized by Rule 1-128.6(C) NMRA.
[Approved by Supreme Court Order No. ____________, effective __________________.]

[NEW MATERIAL]
1-128.10.  Coercive or violent relationship.

A. Reasonable inquiry.  Before a prospective party signs a collaborative law
participation agreement, a prospective collaborative lawyer shall make reasonable inquiry whether
the prospective party has a history of a coercive or violent relationship with another prospective
party.

B. Continuing assessment.  Throughout a collaborative law process, a collaborative
lawyer reasonably and continuously shall assess whether the party the collaborative lawyer
represents has a history of a coercive or violent relationship with another party.  
[Approved by Supreme Court Order No. ____________, effective __________________.]

[NEW MATERIAL]
1-128.11.  Confidentiality of collaborative law communication.  A collaborative law
communication is confidential to the extent agreed by the parties in a signed record or as provided
by law of this state other than these rules.
[Approved by Supreme Court Order No. ____________, effective __________________.]

[NEW MATERIAL]
1-128.12.  Privilege against disclosure for collaborative law communication; admissibility;
discovery.

A. Scope of the privilege. A party has a privilege to refuse to disclose, and to prevent
any other person from disclosing, a collaborative law communication, provided that evidence or
information that is otherwise admissible or subject to discovery does not become privileged solely
because of its disclosure or use in a collaborative law process.

B. Who may claim the privilege. The privilege may be claimed by
(1) a party;
(2) a party’s guardian or conservator; 
(3) the personal representative of a deceased party; or
(4) a nonparty participant, but only with respect to a collaborative law

communication of the nonparty participant.
C. Waiver of privilege.

(1) The privilege may be waived in a record or orally during a proceeding if it
is expressly waived by all parties.

(2) A party who discloses a collaborative law communication for which the
privilege has not been waived under Subparagraph (1) of this paragraph shall be deemed to have
waived the privilege, but only to the extent necessary to permit any other party to respond to the
unauthorized disclosure.

D. Exceptions.
(1) There is no privilege for a collaborative law communication that,

(a) is required by law to be made public or otherwise disclosed;
(b) is threatening or leads to actual violence;



(c) reveals the intent of a party to commit a felony or inflict bodily harm
to the party’s self or another person;

(d) relates to whether the parties reached a binding and enforceable
agreement in the collaborative law process; or

(e) is in an agreement resulting from the collaborative law process,
evidenced by a record signed by all parties to the agreement.

(2) Disclosure or admission of evidence excepted from the privilege under
Paragraph B or C does not make the evidence or any other collaborative law communication
discoverable or admissible for any other purpose.
[Approved by Supreme Court Order No. ____________, effective __________________.]

[NEW MATERIAL]
1-128.13.  Authority of tribunal in case of noncompliance.  Notwithstanding a failure to comply
with Rules 1-128.1, -128.9, or -128.10 NMRA, a tribunal may enforce an agreement, apply the
disqualification provisions of Rule 1-128.6 NMRA, or apply a privilege under Rule 1-128.12
NMRA when the tribunal concludes that the parties intended to enter into a collaborative law
participation agreement and to participate in a collaborative law process. Such a conclusion shall
be based upon the following findings:

A. the parties signed a record indicating an intent to enter into a collaborative law
participation agreement; 

B. the parties reasonably believed they were participating in a collaborative law process;
and

C. the interests of justice require finding that the parties were participating in a
collaborative law process.
[Approved by Supreme Court Order No. ____________, effective __________________.]
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